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Author Note 

This paper was written as part of a Sociology 101 class at Pierce College in Spring of 2018. 
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Abstract 

This paper is approached from the perspective of a Sociology 101 student, looking at Western 

society in the form of the United States of America, explaining how everything is 

interconnected; seeking to establish the thesis that current financial diaspora in the American 

Veteran’s Administration. Using references from previous scholarly work, including but not 

limited to Christopher Hyatt, DEFENESTRATION proposes that any change to society is a 

dangerous one to that society. 
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Defenestration: Prepare to Back Up Your Boasts 

The modern first-world Western societies exist at a breaking point between past and 

present. Not since the time of the last samurai has there been a more apparent and aggressive 

push for change while at the same time cultivating a resistance to itself. Shiroyama was the last 

stand of the samurai, who attempted to resist the approach of Imperial Japan. One society 

crushed another, and brought about a new age of thought under a different banner of Japan. The 

United States of America stands on that same edge. 

For it having been over one-hundred and fifty years since our first civil war, there is 

another one approaching, and any intellectual on the street could tell you that. Based solely on 

historic precedent, when conditions get to this point on a society as a whole, pressure mounts, 

and things start to break. Defenestration is on America’s horizon, and the day it happens will be 

when the free world prepares to back up its boasts about being the best in the world. 

Ignoring outside states, ignoring military expenditure, our domestic policy and 

programming has been overwritten by a desire for another good fight against an easily 

identifiable enemy. Ever since then, the United States has wavered on progress and primal action 

as other first-world countries like Finland and Luxembourg excel in prospering. What makes 

them different? How is it that the nuclear power of the allies didn’t come out on top?  

It’s simple. The economic decisions of American leaders have always favored 

privatization of basic living needs, and the overwhelming budgets of active military 

expenditures. 

Bloodline 

America came to be in a civil war, and over the course of its lifespan has not ceased being 

at war with one faction or another for longer than 20 years. World War 2 promised a booming 
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economy after downturns in the 1930’s, and a clear objective all Americans could get behind. 

And when the dust settled, the U.S. was looked to, to provide that sense of security as the 

rapidly-declining colonial powers lost their holdings in Africa, Southeast Asia, and South 

America. France was removed during the First Indochina War in Vietnam, and the U.S. also 

blundered into Vietnam under different auspices during the Second Indochina War not ten years 

later.  

So much of United States history has been focused on the destruction of others that there 

is very little positive about choosing to live here above all other countries. Even England, seat of 

a once proud empire, has fallen into Orwellian surveillance of its citizens and to this day has 

issues with the Irish Republican Army (Ku Klux Klan in ubiquity in the Isles). Yet England 

boasts a violent history as well, with the First Crusades being the starting point in an era that has 

persisted to this day. 

Domestica1 

 Domestic policy in the face of constant warfare has never been truly favorable. The US 

perpetuates the idea of the American Dream, that an individual can work hard and reach a level 

of prosperity that they’ve ‘worked’ to attain. The truth of the matter is, someone has to be 

extremely lucky or born into a high-class lifestyle to actually exist in and operated in that class 

for any period of meaningful time. Achievement isn’t what it used to be. 

 America’s bloodline lies in the ancestors who shot their way to victory. This mentality 

has crept into the United States’ way of life for the better and the worse. It gave rise to the idea 

that you can be in America and do whatever you want, but it also gave rise to the stereotype of 

American arrogance. 
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 You put a tribe like that in a legal setting, and nothing is going to happen. An ineffective 

electoral system, a psychopathic attitude towards trade, and individuals wanting to be part of 

groups to achieve their individual goals. This is not a great set of ingredients to throw into a 

melting pot.  

Windows 

What this presents the state with is a set of people who enjoy aggressive actions, and 

they’re being shoved into a small set of cities that house all of the major trade centers of the 

world. If the United States disappeared in a day, all other world governments would collapse. 

There would be no country to fill the power vacuum left behind. For the purposes of discussion, 

DEFENESTRATION will focus on the United States and its internal policies. 

Economy 

Capitalism as an economic and political ideology puts the power of a transaction into 

private hands instead of state hands, effectively creating a market that regulates itself for its own 

needs as it expands, contracts, and interacts with consumers. Without state intervention, 

transactions are between consumers and these private interests. Prices rise and fall thanks to the 

supply, demand, and other complex dynamics that effect day to day life.  

As a consumer, the individual is mostly at the behest of what these private interests say as 

far as the prices of goods go. It’s a decentralized trading system reliant on fiat currency, so that 

also means inflation can happen at the drop of a hat. Like how $9/hour wages in the 90’s went a 

lot farther than $11/hour wages do today. Inflation has occurred, but private interests have been 

raising prices at a ratio that upsets a lot of consumer agency in the process. There is no bartering, 

you can either afford artificially inflated goods or you can simply not buy them.  
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But sometimes those goods can be food. Or a service to your car when your family is in 

desperate need of a vehicle. Some things governed by our American capitalist economy qualify 

as basic human needs in most other first world nations, who are capitalist in trade but socialist on 

domestic matters like infrastructure and healthcare (making sure nobody gets a $30,000 hospital 

bill for giving birth in an American hospital, for instance).  

 

So what do you do when you can barely scrape by, or not afford some things that are 

regarded as a given in more advanced nations? You take your opportunities as a consumer to 

protect your interests, as capitalism is founded on the principles of self-preservation and the 

pursuit of wealth as an individual rather than the collective whole.  

Education 

Education, more than most other immediately recognizable for-profit enterprises, plays 

patron to the mottos described above; driven by finances and not the goodwill as one would 

suspect an educational system to be. Those with the desire to teach kids become burnt out by the 

severe personal cost, and the loss of a career that could potentially be more lucrative. 

Universities are one of the institutions that have inflated their cost at a ratio dissimilar to 

the inflation that’s occurred in modern American businesses. Higher education institutions are 

private interests, and students are the consumers. Prices are set, negotiated in certain situations, 

but for the most part go paid for by the people who wish to rise above their current class or find 

meaning in a career for which they need documentation to pursue. 

In 1985, tuition at University of California in Berkeley totaled about $5,112 for 

undergraduates. That would be right around the time Gen X’s parents would be starting to move 

into college. In 2012, that same undergraduate tuition rate was at above $30,000 (Vega).  
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Minimum wage in 1985 for California was $3.35/hour. In 2012 it was $8.00/hour. Tuition 

increased by six times while the minimum wage only increased to just over double in the same 

amount of time (California State Website). 

Military 

The United States has a force of 1,281,000 active soldiers, that has upkeep costs of 

roughly 5% of its GDP, which amounts to 18.57 trillion USD. If you divide those numbers, it 

comes out to be just over $720,000 per soldier (Shaw).  

The Veteran’s Administration (VA), tasked with domestic post-military soldiers, has a 

budget of 186.5 billion USD. In 2016 there were 20.2 million registered veterans in the U.S., 

which totals to just over $9,000 per veteran allotted. Which is also just barely 1.25% of what the 

active soldiers get, and over a period of decades instead of tours. 

This should not be the first indication of something wrong. 

Psychopathy 

Each of these themes should explain why capitalism is seen as an evil thing by socialists, 

and indeed why there exists a prevalent group of millennials who ascribe to Marxism and Mao 

Zedong’s interpretations of communism. Listening to hypercapitalists, some might be quick to 

think that capitalism is a flawless system. It isn’t, clearly, as demonstrated by the above 

examples.  

Communism is almost always offered as a retort to this, but its historical precedents end 

in famine or threat of nuclear warfare. Cuba, China, and Russia as compared to first-world 

civilizations are surviving, but aren’t nearly as prospering as America.  
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Yet this capitalist system in America is catered to the aggressive pursuit of individual 

prosperity, and through a veritable number of psychological fallacies has resulted in whole 

groups forming in opposition to only each other, in order to achieve wealth individually.  

Perhaps this means what it has always meant, that large disproportionate sects of 

American idealism will give way to civil unrest, and eventually tailspin into full blown 

combatants appearing on the streets of every major city. According to authors like Christopher 

Hyatt, this kind of break is not far off. 

But until then, how does someone succeed in American society? The answer is quite 

simple. Make a theatrical grab for wealth, in an aggressive and highly individual way. Offer no 

sanctuary to any path of life that doesn’t include building finances, and challenge those who may 

seek to compete with you in all aspects of life. 

In short, the first-world known as America is likely to rip itself apart very soon under the 

guise of progress and capitalism. This will result in a headspace that is at last in line with those 

who made it out of World War 2 much better off than the U.S. did.  

Still begs the question: how do you achieve the American Dream; to succeed in such a 

predatory odds-stacking environment? Take some super good advice, and when infrastructure 

cries defenestration, say back “prepare to back up your boasts”.  
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